
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – January 4, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2016-01-04-001 Authorization to Set Up Temporary Budget 

2016-01-04-002 Authorization to Use State Contract 

2016-01-04-003 Authorization to Decide Rate of Interest Charged for Non-Payment of 

Taxes 

2016-01-04-004 Authorization to Cancel Small Balances 

 

Once Resolution 2016-01-04-005 was introduced, which authorized the signing of an 

agreement with 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC, Mayor Kasko explained that the Commissioners 

would have to hold off on voting on this resolution until they have been able to discuss the 

status in closed session during the work session to start immediately after this meeting. 

 

A fourth grade student from Elizabeth Haddon School was asked to stand, introduce 

himself, and ask any questions.  In attendance was William Henderson, West End Avenue.  

No questions were asked at this time. 

 

Mayor Kasko then opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Nancy Bonsall, of Cherry Hill, addressed the Commissioners and explained that she was in 

attendance to discuss the puppy mill documentation that was previously provided to the 

Commissioners.  She stated that she works closely with both the Humane Society and Best 

Friends Animal Sanctuary.  Mayor Kasko asked if the State could ban puppy mills.  Ms. 

Bonsall replied that it would have to be legislated.  The sample resolution and ordinance 

that was provided would restrict the sale of both puppies and kittens within the Borough to 

be sourced from shelters or rescue organizations, or from hobby breeders.  Commissioner 

Rochford asked how a distinction could be made between hobby breeders and “mills”.  

Ms. Bonsall reviewed the differences.  Mayor Kasko then asked if all the municipalities in 

Camden County have to approve the resolution and/or ordinance for something specific 

to happen; what is the anticipated result of the municipalities approving one of these 

documents?  Ms. Bonsall noted that there is no correlation to a specific occurrence other 

than saving the lives of animals currently in shelters and rescue organizations.  The Borough 

Solicitor asked if there has been any judicial activity to prevent the sale of puppy mill 

puppies.  Ms. Bonsall replied that it has been challenged in court, but not in New Jersey.  

She will send material to the Solicitor showing how this could be enforced.  Ms. Bonsall 

finished by noting that Chris Orlando, with the Office of County Counsel for Camden 

County, also has more information on the issue. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, asked for an update on the Boxwood Hall property.  

Additionally, she asked if the Commissioners would have any issues with holding the book 

signing at this property sometime in April, for the book that is about Samuel Rhoads.  

Mayor Kasko indicated that they would be amenable to the request.  Ms. Custer then 

asked if the Commissioners would be able to announce the protection for the park area 

at the back of the property by the time of the book signing and how would the 

Commissioners announce it, i.e. proclamation?  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that there 

will be a park there, of this there is no doubt.  Mayor Kasko indicated that we do not know 



the timing as yet, as we are waiting for an update on the proposed date.  We will need to 

finalize what happens there before moving forward. 

 

Brian Kelly, Avondale Avenue, asked if permission would be required to do any work in the 

park area once it has been set up.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the Borough will 

still be the owner of the park area no matter what.  Mr. Kelly noted that he will help do the 

landscaping, as well as do some fundraising for the area. 

 

Ms. Custer asked if she should come back in a month to find out how things are 

progressing.  The Borough Administrator replied that it would be best to come back 

around the end of February. 

 

Matt Doherty, Lakeview Avenue, asked how the cottage property on Lakeview Avenue 

would be impacted by the proposed use of the Boxwood Hall property.  He has recently 

received a flyer regarding the proposed use and would like to keep updated on what is 

happening at the property.  He recognizes that he cannot stay in the house forever, but 

asked that he and his family be treated fairly when something does happen.  Mayor Kasko 

replied that everything will be as open and fair as possible. 

 

The meeting was recessed at 7:06 p.m.  Mayor Kasko made the motion to go into recess to 

hold the January 4, 2014 scheduled Work Session before making a decision on Resolution 

2016-01-04-005.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was approve 

unanimously. 

 

At 8:27 p.m. Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to return from recess, which was 

seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Kasko then made a motion to table Resolution 2016-01-04-005 authorizing the 

signing of an agreement with 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC to the January 12, 2016 Commissioner 

Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli. 

 

Mayor Kasko motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


